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CPRE fights for a better future 
for Englandõs unique, essential 
and precious countryside. From 
giving parish councils expert 
advice on planning issues to 
influencing national and 
European policies, we work to 
protect and enhance the 
countryside.  
 We believe a beautiful, 
thriving countryside is 
important for everyone, no 
matter where they live. 
Nationally, we donõt own land 
or represent any special 
interests. This differentiates us 
from organisations like the 
National Trust and the 
Countryside Alliance.  

Our members are united in 
their love for Englandõs 
landscapes and rural 
communities, and stand up for 
the countryside, so it can 
continue to sustain, enchant 
and inspire future generations. 
Weõll be stronger by being 
inclusive ð CPRE is for 
everyone. 

/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ wǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 
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NEwsletter  by e-mail  
 

Would you rather receive this 
NEwsletter by e-mail? 
 

If yes, please e-mail: 
cpre.northeast@yahoo.co.uk and ask to 
be placed on the e -mail list.  

 
 
Disclaimer: The views expressed within 
this NEwsletter are those of the authors.  
 

Photo credits: Front and back cover 
Gilbert Johnson; p7 Geoff King; p8 & 23 
CPRE; p9 & 11 Food Durham; p17 & 18 
Shutterstock; p18 Parliamentary Labour 

Party 

 
 

Items for the next issue should 
be with the Editor by  
1st April 2017 
 

Twitter  
 

@CPRENorthEast 
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Contacts 
 

North East Group  
Contact:  Jan Arger 
E-mail:  jan.arger111@gmail.com 
Tel:   01833 650921 
Meet:  4 times a year 
www.facebook.com/
cprenortheastregion/timeline?
ref=page_internal  
twitter:      @CPRENorthEast 
 

Northumberland Branch  
Contact Ian Warburton 
E-mail:  ian.cpre@hotmail.co.uk  
Tel:   01661 833614 
Website: http://
www.northumberland.cprelocalgroups.org.uk  
 

Durham Branch  
Contact:  Gillan Gibson 
E-mail:  cpre.durham@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel:   0191 537 1712 
Website: www. cpredurham.org.uk/  
Meet:  Alternate months  
 

National Office  
Contact:  5-11 Lavington Street,  
  London, SE1 0NZ 
E-mail:  info@cpre.org.uk 
Tel:   020 7981 2800 
Website: www.cpre.org.uk/  
 

Newsletter Editor  
Contact:  Gillan Gibson 
E-mail  cpre.northeast@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel:   0191 537 1712 

 
Northumberland Branch  

covering 
Northumberland 

Newcastle 
North Tyneside 

 

Durham Branch  
Covering 

Gateshead 
South Tyneside 

Co Durham 
Darlington 
Stockton 

Sunderland 
Hartlepool  

Middlesbrough 
 
 

CPRE Meetings 
 

21st February Darlington 
 

2nd March   Northumberland 
 

21st March  Darlington 
 

3rd April   Durham 
 

13th April   NE Region 
 

18th April   Darlington 
 

16th May  Darlington 
 

5th June  Durham 
 

 

Please confirm meeting  
details before travelling  
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My term as Chair of CPRE NE is now 
coming to a close.  The post is 
currently being advertised and I hope 
a successor will soon be found.  I do 
not finish until July but if anyone is 
interested in applying, I will be 
happy to say what it involves and 
help with any application.  
 It has been quite busy since my 
last report.  Housing applications 
have been coming in thick and fast 
and we have been struggling to get 
our points heard.  I remain 
unconvinced that our local 
authorities are giving proper weight 
to saved policies (even if out of date) 
in accordance with the Court of 
Appealõs judgement in the 
Richborough case.  Of particular 
concern has been the way that 
permission has been granted for the 
Woolsington Hall application in 
Newcastle (which has needed a 
significant incursion into the green 
belt) and the failure of the Secretary 
of State to call the application in.  It 
may well now be òwater under the 
bridgeó but there is concern 
nationally about the way Green Belt 
and land of higher designation (eg 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB)) is being released for 
housing.  In Durham, there is an 
application for the significant 
redevelopment of Finchale Training 
College for 100 houses, a proposal for 
housing on a brownfield site in the 
Green Belt.  CPRE Durham has 
objected on the ground that, 
although a brownfield site, it is 
detached from the built area of 
Durham City and will impact on the 

openness of the green belt.  It will be 
interesting to see how the 
application is determined.  
 As I indicated last time, the 
preparation of local plans has again 
come to the fore.  Nic Best attended 
many sessions of the North Tyneside 
Examination in Public in November. 
Hartlepool has produced its pre 
submission draft and CPRE Durham 
has made a number of 
representations to it.  Co Durham has 
put its proposals on hold pending the 
publication of the governmentõs 
White Paper on housing.  By the time 
this has been considered, there are 
likely to be elections in Durham so 
purdah will apply and it is unlikely 
that any proposals will be published 
before May/June.  And 
Northumberland, South Tyneside, 
Sunderland, Middlesbrough and 
Darlington are at various stages of 
preparation.  
 The White Paper is creating 
considerable interest.  CPRE National 
Office has made a number of 
proposals to this document, most of 
which I understand have been 
accepted.  But there is still cause for 
concern and we will have to wait and 
see just what the published proposals 
are.  Realistic housing assessments 
and use of brown field first are of 
particular interest.  [The White 
Paper was finally published 7th 
February 2017, see page 6].   
 Of the major proposals in our 
Region, Druridge Bay open cast 
public inquiry is due to start at the 
end of May.  Although CPRE has not 
been over-involved in this case, we 

Chairõs Desk 
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have now been asked if we can 
provide a witness for the public 
inquiry.  The proposals for the 
International Advanced 
Manufacturing Park (IAMP) in South 
Tyneside/Sunderland are progressing.  
Consultation has been taking place 
for a Development Consent Order 
(DSO) under the Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project 
procedure.  We have again responded 
to this important consultation for a 
major employment development in 
our Region.  Meanwhile, we wait to 
find out what will happen with the 
car park applications for the Kynren 
events in Bishop Auckland.  The 
importance of Kynren to the local 
economy cannot be overstated but 
the parking arrangements last year 
caused considerable concern in the 
village of Toronto and still remain 
unresolved. 
 Finally, I am hoping we may 
have some significant improvements 

in the way we work.  I have been 
speaking with the chairs of CPRE 
Yorkshire and Humber and CPRE 
North West about sharing facilities.  
This is at early days yet but there 
may well be some advantages in 
retaining our independence but 
sharing assets and expertise and it 
follows discussions between us at the 
last Regional Chairsõ meeting in 
London.  In addition, steps are now 
underway to bring someone in to 
help promote what we do with the 
press and on social media.  This is 
now progressing to the point where 
we have appointed someone to carry 
out this work for a trial period.  It 
will be great if this leads to a greater 
interest in CPRE and an increase in 
membership.  I have been talking 
about something like this for some 
time ð now it is becoming a reality.  
Hopefully, we can give more details 
about this in our next issue.  
Richard Cowen, Chair, CPRE NE 
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Chair 
 

CPRE 
North East 

 

For more information  
 

http://www.cpre.org.uk/how -you-can-
help/volunteer/volunteering -

opportunities/item/4393 -chair-cpre-
north -east-regional-group 

Chair 
 

CPRE 
Northumberland  

 
For more information  

 

email  
 

ian.cpre@hotmail.co.uk  

Vacancies 



ADAS Environmental consultants  
 

AONB Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty 

 

CO2  Carbon Dioxide 
 

CPRE Campaign to Protect Rural 
England 

 

DCC Durham County Council 
 

DCLG Department for Communities 
and Local Government 

 

DCO Development Consent Order 

 

IAMP International Advanced 
Manufacturing Park 

 

LNP Local Nature Partnership 
 

NDP Neighbourhood Development 
Plans 

 

NEEFM North East England Farmersõ 
Markets 

 

NPPF National Planning Policy 
Framework 

 

PRoW Public Right of Way 

 

Abbreviations  

The Government's long awaited 
Housing White Paper, Fixing our 
broken housing market , with the 
potential to make so much difference 
to the housing we build and 
where,  was published Tuesday 7th 
February 2017.  To find a copy on the 
internet go to:  
    https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/fixing -our-broken-
housing-market  
 This page also has a link to a 
number of additional documents, 
including the Ministerõs 
announcement in Parliament and a 
press statement both of which have 
information on the content of the 
White Paper.  It also links to a 
consultation which runs until the 2nd 
May 2017 
 

CPREõs initial reaction 
 

CPRE National Office has published 
an initial reaction/sound bite at:  
http://www.cpre.org.uk/media -
centre/sound -bites/item/4511 -
housing-white -paper-cpre-reaction  
which reads: 
 

òThe Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE) broadly welcomes 
todayõs Housing White Paper, Fixing 
our broken housing market, in 
particular its focus on addressing 
market failure in the house building 
industry.  

 

Shaun Spiers, chief executive of the 
Campaign to Protect Rural England 
said: 
 

òWe welcome the White Paperõs 
promise to address failings of the 
housing market, rather than just 
meddle with the planning system.  
Builders must build, not just sit on 
land.  We look forward to seeing the 
Governmentõs plans to turn unused 
planning permissions into homes, and 
brownfield sites regenerated to bring 
new life to towns and cities.  
 òIf the focus is on genuine 
need, achievable targets and good 
quality design that fits with the local 
environment, we can build homes the 
country needs without losing further 
precious countryside.ó 
 

 The White Paper promises a 
further consultation on how local 
authorities should calculate housing 
need.  For those concerned about our 
countryside, the outcome of this 
consultation is the acid test.  Until 
local authorities are able to set 
realistic and deliverable housing 
targets, with an emphasis on meeting 
genuine need rather than aspirational 
demand, the countryside and Green 
Belt will continue to be threatened 
by poor quality and speculative 
development.  
 

Shaun Spiers concluded:  
 

òThe Government has made a good 
start in this White Paper and 
Ministers should be congratulated for 
listening.  It is vital that we build 

 

Housing White Paper  
 

òFixing our broken housing marketó 

more homes, but it is also essential 
to do so in ways that have popular 
support.  The focus on brownfield 
development and other measures in 
the White Paper will help with that 
agenda.  We now look forward to 
measures to ensure that housing 
targets are reasonable, deliverable 
and focussed on affordability.ó 
 

***** 

 

 There will be further comment 
and analysis in the coming days so 
check out www.cpre.org.uk, 
especially the Comment section.  As 
a starter thereõs an idea of what is in 
the White Paper at  http://
www.cpre.org.uk/magazine/opinion/
item/4512 -housing-white -paper 
 
 

***** 
Stop 
press  

 

***** 

 
 
Along with tree 
planting groups in 
Mickleton  
and Gainford, the 
new Barnard 
Castle group is 
building stock 
proof enclosures 
for trees  
 

Trees for Teesdale  
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